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Lieutenant Hall and working on a more formidable plan to reenforce
Sumter which he brought to Scott February 7. The General was im-
pressed and introduced Fox to Holt. They in turn carried the plan to
Buchanan; but he was still under the spell of age, indecision, Tyler,
the Conference Convention, and Anderson's last word, so that Fox
was put off. There may also have been some reluctance to endorse a
scheme of the Blairs, formerly Democrats, now Republicans. Fox went
back to New York to make more preparations and to bide his time;
Buchanan would soon be out, and the Blairs would be a power in the
new order.
The President now learned from Tyler that Governor Pickens was
not going to start hostilities, despite Hayne's rebuff. Much relieved, he
prepared to relapse into the routine duties he so loved.10 There were
bills to sign, appointments to make, cadets to select, troops to be brought
to Washington, and the District militia to organize. He tried to reward
some old associates with lucrative places. His old Hoosier friend, John
Pettit, he would appoint district judge in the new state of Kansas; and
he would reward his Secretary of State with a nomination to the Su-
preme Court. But Black, Pettit, and numerous others were not to have
these honors. The Republicans with the aid of Douglas Democrats, at
least in Black's case, prevented confirmation.11 They would not fill life
positions with Democrats on the eve of their ascendancy.
Calm could not be recaptured. Washington was still alive with rumors
regarding the military clubs and their drilling. Scott and Holt got to-
gether what troops they could, and then Congress passed angry resolu-
tions inquiring into the assembling of these forces. Nor would the
question of the Sumter reenforcements lie quiet. Anderson's reports
soon became less reassuring. A despatch was received on February 11
suggesting the possibility of conflict, in which case reenforcements
would be necessary; and two days later came a request for instructions
on treatment of ships flying foreign flags in the event of war.12
Cabinet meeting on February 19 was tense. Holt brought a despatch
from Anderson which reported that a floating battery was being con-
structed and might soon be sent to attack him. What were his instruc-
tions? Other word had come from the South which made the situation
more dangerous. The new Confederate government had taken the fort